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December, 2004
To Whom It May Concern:

| am only too happy to write a reference letter for the ministry of Galen and
Malinda Oakes.

Galen and | both serve on staff for Jackson Friends Church. Galen as Family
Life Director and myself as Christian Education Director. Galen and Malinda
presently teach our “Engaged and Newly Marrieds Ciass,” duririg our
Sunday Morning Study Hour. They are fine teachers and excellent leaders.
They challenge the class with the principles of Scripture. They are very good
listeners and have a way of helping people think through their problems and
find Christian solutions.

Galen and Malinda also are unusually talented in music. They both sing in our
adult choir at Jackson Friends and have beautiful voices which they are willing
to use for the glory of God. They often sing duets and either can be asked to
sing a solo. They are faithful in ministry and can be counted on to accomplish
all they are asked to do.

Galen also has an unusual ability in drama. The entire Oakes family are
talented in the area of drama. but Galen’s special ability is to write the dramas
they perform. His creativity is amazing. Not only does he rework his Elvis
Presley songs to make them alive with Christian meaning, but he has often
written dramas that tie an entire cantata together or written short vignettes that
apply to exactly the topic given.

On the denominational level, we asked Galen and Malinda to write drama for
our recording (ordination) service during our annual conference. Galen wrote-
and the family performed- two dramas during the evening. The first showed
a pastoral family just entering the ministry. The second showed the same
family after years in the ministry. The dramas were absolutely wonderful!
They were poignant, humorous and filled with meaning and commitment to
God. Our people loved them!!

We heartily recommend the ministry of Galen and Malinda Oakes. They can
be trusted to honor the Lord through their calling.

Continuing in His service together,

Carol L. Williams
Christian Education Consultant - EFC-ER
Christian Education Director - Jackson Friends

“There is one even Christ Jesus, who can speak to your condition”
— George Fox



