
Evangelical Friends Church - Eastern Region
5350BroadmoorCircle, NW Canton, Ohio 44709

330.493.1660 or 800.334.8863

Fax: 330.493.0852 Website: www.efcer.org

.Dr.john P'Wiliiams,jr.
General Superintendent

Wayne Evans
Area Superintendent
Western Area & Florida

john P. Ryser
Area Superintendent
Eastern Area

Duane Rice
Area Superintendent

Piedmont &Virginia Areas

December, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

I am only too happyto write a reference letter for the ministryof Galen and
MalindaOakes.

Galen and I both serveon staff for Jackson FriendsChurch. Galenas Family
Life Directorand myselfas ChristianEducationDirector. Galenand Malinda
presently teach our "Engagedand Newly Marrieds Class," during our
Sunday Morning Study Hour. They are fine teachers and excellent leaders.
They challengethe class with the principles of Scripture. They are very good
listeners and have a way of helping people think through their problems and
find Christiansolutions.

Galen and Malindaalsoare unusuallytalented in music. They both sing in our
adult choirat JacksonFriendsand have beautifulvoiceswhich they are willing
to use for the glory of God. They often sing duets and either can be asked to
sing a solo. They arefaithful in ministryand can be countedon to accomplish
all they are asked to do.

Galenalso has an unusualability in drama. The entireOakesfamilyare
talented in the area of drama. but Galen's specialability is to write the dramas
they perform. His creativity is amazing. Not only does he rework his Elvis
Presleysongs to makethem alive with Christian meaning,but he has often
writtendramasthattie an entirecantatatogetheror writtenshortvignettesthat
apply to exactly the topic given.

On the denominationallevel, we asked Galen and Malindato write dramafor
our recording(ordination)serviceduringour annualconference. Galenwrote-
and the family performed-two dramas during the evening. The first showed
a pastoral family just enteringthe ministry. The second showedthe same
family after years in the ministry. The dramas were absolutelywonderful!
They were poignant,humorousand filled with meaningand commitmentto
God. Our people loved them!!

We heartily recommendthe ministry of Galen and MalindaOakes. They can
be trustedto honorthe Lord through their calling.

Continuing in His service together,

&~~
Carol L. Williams
Christian Education Consultant - EFC-ER
Christian Education Director -Jackson Friends

"There is one even Christ Jesus, who can speak to your condition"

- George Fox


